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with the natural consequences. We admired nothing excep-
tional, but only average results, and were less than average.

MOLLER VAN  DEN  BRUCIC,   1922

The concentration on domestic policy is now as always our
national vice.                       MOLLER VAN DEN BRUCK, 1922

Even the first successor of the great Chancellor (General
von Caprivi) said in the Reichstag, when he was attacked:
"I stand here at the command of my all-highest Master, and
I shall conduct affairs in accordance with his wishes as long
as I possess his confidence and am commanded to do so."
A sergeant who has been told off to defend an outpost can
use such language, but not the highest responsible official
of the Empire. Why did Parliament and the nation tolerate
such an unconstitutional speech?

COUNT  ROBERT  ZEDLITZ-TRUTZSCHLER,   1923

To what extent the nation also is guilty of this state of affairs
is shown by a trifling incident that occurred in connection
with the Reichstag debates in November 1908. When the
report of the speeches was forwarded to the Kaiser at Donaue-
schingen he was absolutely beside himself. He shed tears,
and for some days he thought of abdication. From Donaue-
'schingen he went to Baden-Baden in order to meet the
Kaiserin. Of course, the people there had read the speeches,
and anxiety was felt as to their attitude. As always, the streets
were full of people standing shoulder to shoulder, and the
cheering and enthusiasm were greater even than usual.
Thereupon the Kaiser remarked: "There, one can see that
these speeches in the Reichstag are mere vanity and self-
importance: my good people understand me, and I have
them all behind me to the last man." By such unrestrained
applause the people unconsciously exerted an enormous
influence over the private moods of Wilhelm II. There was
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